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DEATH CERTIFICATES, AND WHO WILL NEED THEM 

 
THIS IS A GENERAL GUIDELINE; NOT ALL ITEMS WILL APPLY TO EVERY INDIVIDUAL 

 
Oregon has two death certificates. A long form death certificate, and a short form death certificate. 

Although they both cost the same, the difference is a long form death certificate will show the cause of 

passing. Whereas, the short form death certificate will only show the vital statistic information and there 

will be no cause of passing. 

 

Who will except a long form death certificate? 
 

Life insurance: They will usually want to keep 1 long original death certificate per company. 

Retirement funds: They will usually want to keep 1 long original death certificate per company. 

Pensions: They will usually want to keep 1 long original death certificate per company. 

Trust accounts: They will usually want to keep 1 long original death certificate per company. 

Stocks/Bonds: They will usually want to keep 1 long original death certificate per company. 

Investments: They will usually want to keep 1 long original death certificate per company. 

 

Who will except a short form death certificate? 
 

Property: They will want to keep 1 short original death certificate per county that there is property. This 

only pertains to property in Oregon. 

In June 2013, the Oregon Legislature passed House bill 2093. One of the provisions for the law requires 

that certified copies of the death certificate of death records used to transfer property not include cause of 

passing information.  

Who will except either? 
 

Banks: They will usually want to see either a short or long original death certificate, and they will 

usually make a photo copy and return the original back to you.  

Utility Bills: They will usually want to see either a short or long photocopy of the death certificate 

Credit Cards: They will usually want to see either a short or long photocopy of the death certificate 

Cell phone: They will usually want to see either a short or long photocopy of the death certificate 


