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VETERAN’S BENEFITS… 
Military veterans and their dependents are entitled to a variety of benefits depending on their circumstances. 

Burial benefits available include: 

• A 30-minute gravesite in any VA National Cemetery with available space; opening and closing of the grave; and perpetual 

care, whether it is casketed burial of a body or placement of cremated remains.  

• A government headstone, memorial marker, or medallion, whether at a National Cemetery or private cemetery.    

• A burial flag. 

• Military Honors – at a National Cemetery, private cemetery, church, or reception area. Military Honors will travel 

wherever you want them. Military Honors entail the playing of TAPS, honorary flag fold, and presentation of the flag to 

next-of-kin.  

• Presidential Memorial Certificate(s).  

• Some Veterans may also be eligible for a burial allowance. However, it is up to the family to contact Veterans Affairs to 

determine eligibility. Springer and Son does not wait for Veteran Claim Funds.  

• Cremated remains are buried or inurned in National Cemeteries in the same manner, and with the same honors, as casketed 

remains. 

Burial benefits are available for spouses and any qualified dependent(s). Spouse and dependent(s) may be buried with the veteran 

in a national cemetery, and also have their name(s) and dates inscribed on the veteran's headstone, at no cost to the family. Eligible 

spouses and dependents may be buried, even if they predecease the Veteran. 

The veteran’s family should make funeral or cremation arrangements with a funeral provider. Any item or service obtained from a 

funeral home will be at the family's expense. 

Before you can file for burial benefits you 

will need… 

❖ A copy of DD214 (Enlisted Record of 

Separation). 

❖ Social Security Number for yourself and your 

dependent children. 

❖ Certified VA copy of Death Certificate. This is 

only needed if you are eligible for any burial 

allowances. 

What is a dependent child? 

❖ Any child under the age of 21 

❖ Any child under the age of 23 who is still 

in school.  

❖ Any adult dependent child that has any 

mental or physical disabilities that makes 

the adult child dependent on the veteran.   

Disability  must have occurred while the 

dependent was still a minor.

Other V.A. Benefits: 

❖ The National Cemeteries Act also provides up to $1,100 in lieu of other burial benefits for veterans who die of service-connected 

disabilities.  Additional costs of transportation may be allowed if the veteran died while hospitalized in a VA hospital or institution. 

❖ A funeral home allowance of $300 if the veteran received or was eligible to receive a monthly pension or compensation. 

❖ In addition to the burial reimbursement, the National Cemeteries Act of 1973, (Public Law 93-43) authorizes a plot allowance of 

$150 if the veteran received or was eligible to receive a monthly pension or compensation and is not buried in a national cemetery. 

VETERANS SERVICE OFFICER   VETERANS ADMINISTRATON 

WASHINGTON COUNTY REPRESENTATIVE  REGIONAL OFFICE 

                             5240 NE Elam Young Pkwy., Ste. 300                                     1220 S.W. 3rd 

HILLSBORO, OREGON 97124-4026                                     PORTLAND, OREGON  97201 

PH: (503) 846-3060  FAX: (503) 846-3065   1-800-827-1000 

https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/memorial-items/headstones-markers-medallions/
https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/memorial-items/burial-flags/
https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/memorial-items/presidential-memorial-certificates/
https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/veterans-burial-allowance/
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Committal Services at Willamette National Cemetery 

 
Willamette National Cemetery would be honored to be the final resting place for the veteran and their eligible family members. Below is 

some information about important steps that we need you to take to ensure your loved one’s service goes smoothly. If you would prefer 

placement at another National Cemetery, please let your funeral director know. 

 

What is a Committal Service? 

 
Viewing facilities are not available and funeral services cannot be held at a National Cemetery, but a committal service may be 

scheduled. A committal service is a short service for the family and friends to gather together and pay their last respects prior to 

interment. For safety reasons, these services are held at a committal shelter located away from the gravesite.  

 

Committal services are generally 30 minutes in length. The first 5-7 minutes are utilized for military honors. The remaining half hour may 

be used for an officiant and/or family to briefly read a eulogy, say prayers, or have any open sharing of memories. Enough time should be 

maintained to usher family back to their vehicles and transport remains to the graveside for placement. Cemetery staff will handle 

placement without the veterans’ family involved or present. 

 
If the spouse or dependent child of the veteran is being placed, family will still have 30 minutes allotted for a service, but sans military 

honors. 

 

Military Funeral Honors: 

 
The U.S. Department of Defense program called “Honoring Those Who Served” provides military honors for eligible veterans. 

Honors typically consist of two or more uniformed members of the veteran’s branch playing TAPS and folding and presenting a burial flag 

to the next-of-kin. A three-person gun salute by a rifle squad is typically reserved for veterans who retired from military service, service 

members killed on active duty, or Medal of Honor recipients. However, this aspect of the honors may be performed for a veteran who was 

honorably discharged from the military, wholly dependent on staffing. 

 

Military honors teams will travel to any location the family chooses to perform the Honors Ceremony and doesn’t have to be at a National 

Cemetery. Regardless of location, military honors will always be THE FIRST thing to occur at any service as the team has other Honors 

to go perform.  

 

The Funeral Home is responsible for requesting military funeral honors. Military funeral honors should be  

scheduled no less than 7 days prior to the service.  

 

 

Day of Service at Willamette National Cemetery: 
On the day of your service, please show up to the cemetery at least 15-20 minutes early, as they are VERY strict on timing and will cancel 

the service if the next-of-kin is late.  

Don’t forget to bring: ASHES, FLAG, AND THE HEADSTONE INSCRIPTION FORM 

❖ Check in at the Administration Office and let them know you are here for your committal service. 

❖ The staff will direct you to your staging area, where all cars will gather for a procession to an assigned shelter area where the 

committal will take place.  

❖ Please ensure your party follows you to the staging area and that there is no congregating at the Administration Office, as parking 

is limited.  

❖ Cemetery staff will be to the staging area a few minutes prior to the service time to lead all vehicles in a procession to the shelter.  

❖ The cemetery has a strict schedule, with services regularly on the half-hour. Please be mindful of the time and ensure the shelter 

is clear for the next service by the end of your allotted half-hour.  

❖ The only restrooms for the cemetery are at the administration building and by Columbarium #1  


